4 Keys to Financial Success
There are rules to getting the most out of your money and these rules apply to everybody irrespective of your personal circumstances, stage of life, or goals. They are basic common sense.
1. Live within your means
This is the most basic money management rule. If you do not follow this rule then you are going to struggle to get ahead financially. There are several reasons why people do not live within their means. The main ones are:
(a) Their income does not match their lifestyle
Some people have a lifestyle which is not compatible with their income level and so they overspend or they spend everything they earn with the result that there is nothing to show for their labours. The easy solution is to be more modest in your lifestyle choice. Cutting out things which do not add any kind of value to your life.
(b) Easy access to credit
Easy access for credit has enabled people to bury their heads in the sand rather than confront their financial issues. After all, if you want something then just put it on the plastic. There is a cost to all of this credit and it is called “Interest.”
(c) Lack of self control
Lack of self control is the main factor why people do not live within their means. Being able to say “No” to things you want will stand you in good stead. 
2. Save
The habit of saving is a habit which will open doors for you as far as being able to afford things. It means that you do not have to borrow money for basic household appliances or a motor vehicle if one is needed. The money saved by not paying interest on these things add up to a fortune during one’s lifetime.
3. Invest
Investing your money will enable your wealth to grow. Today, there are so many opportunities for those of modest means to invest with so many online investing platforms available. Sharesies and Hatch are excellent online platforms where investors can drip feed money into the share market. Most people in New Zealand have money invested in Kiwisaver. This is New Zealand’s retirement scheme. The annual tax credit and the employer contributions make this the best way of saving for your retirement. Even if these incentives were not available, Kiwisaver would still be a brilliant scheme even without the government money and employer contributions, because funds are locked up until you reach the retirement age of 65.
4. Make right choices
It is important to make the right choices in order to live a more prosperous life. If you are on the minimum wage then your options are limited as far as what you can afford and the choice to get married, have kids, or buy a car is among those choices which cannot be taken lightly. It is all about making choices which align with your income level and your goals.
I am not saying that you should not get involved with someone if you are on a low income, but rather make sure that you are in a good financial position before you make major life decisions.
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